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straight into the green-room to inspect the week's business.
"My name was withdrawn from every piece except the opening of the Pantomime, in which I found myself cast for the second demon !
" Happily, it being half an hour prior to the commencement of the rehearsal, no one was present to witness my grief and humiliation as I slunk back unnoticed to my lodgings.
" I had only one idea now, to get home as soon as possible. I hadn't a cent left, and there was nothing for it but to tell my landlady how I was situated, and to leave my traps behind as security for what I owed.
" She was a good soul, and wouldn't hear of anything of the kind. ' Pay me when you can, my lad,' said she; ' and as for starting to walk to Sheffield on an empty belly, that's rubbish. You must have summat to eat.'
" In half-an-hour's time she put before me a splendid rump-steak and a pint of beer; and thus armed for my journey, I slung my carpet bag over my shoulder and started for Sheffield, where I arrived, weary and foot-sore, at about midnight.
" My wife was as superstitious as I was, and believed in presentiments. It is idle to reason about these things, but she had got a presentimentnce.
